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Abstract 

Kalidasa’s Abhijnanashakuntalam is a profound exploration of human emotions, ethical 

values, and moral responsibility, in which maternal ethics and moral legitimacy occupy a 

significant thematic space. The play foregrounds the ethical dimensions of motherhood 

through the portrayal of Shakuntala’s emotional vulnerability, endurance, and moral 

strength, as well as through the implicit maternal presence of figures such as Gautami. 

Maternal ethics in the drama are closely linked with compassion, sacrifice, forgiveness, 

emotional resilience, and moral righteousness. These values become central to the 

restoration of social and cosmic order disrupted by King Dushyanta’s initial rejection of 

Shakuntala. The narrative illustrates how maternal virtue transcends biological motherhood 

and becomes a moral force capable of transforming individual consciousness and 

legitimizing ethical action. This study examines how Kalidasa constructs maternal ethics as 

a guiding principle that upholds truth, justice, and emotional integrity, thereby contributing 

to the broader philosophical discourse on morality in classical Sanskrit literature. By 

analyzing character development, dramatic structure, and ethical symbolism, the paper 

highlights how maternal values function as instruments of moral legitimacy, reinforcing the 

ethical foundation of dharma within the framework of ancient Indian thought. 

Keywords: Maternal ethics, Moral legitimacy, Motherhood and duty, Female agency, 

Patriarchal society, Legitimacy of lineage, Recognition and legitimacy 

Introduction 

Kalidasa’s Abhijnanashakuntalam stands as one of the most celebrated works of classical 

Sanskrit drama, admired for its lyrical beauty, emotional depth, and philosophical insight. 

Beyond its romantic narrative, the play offers a profound reflection on ethical values, 

particularly the moral dimensions of love, duty, and responsibility. Among these, maternal 

ethics emerges as a significant yet understated theme, shaping the moral trajectory of the 

narrative and influencing the resolution of its central conflict. The suffering, patience, and 

emotional endurance displayed by Shakuntala, along with the nurturing guidance of 

Gautami, highlight the ethical power embedded in maternal consciousness.The play presents 

motherhood not merely as a biological role but as a moral principle characterized by 

compassion, forgiveness, resilience, and moral clarity. Shakuntala’s journey from innocence 
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to suffering and eventual recognition symbolizes the ethical struggles of a woman navigating 

patriarchal authority and social injustice. Her endurance and moral fortitude reflect maternal 

virtues that uphold ethical legitimacy even in the face of rejection and humiliation. Kalidasa 

thus elevates maternal ethics to a universal moral framework that governs personal conduct 

and social harmony. 

The ethical legitimacy of maternal values becomes evident in the transformation of King 

Dushyanta, whose moral awakening is catalyzed by the rediscovery of memory and 

emotional responsibility. Through this transformation, the play underscores the redemptive 

power of maternal compassion and forgiveness. This study seeks to explore how maternal 

ethics function as a moral compass within the narrative, restoring disrupted relationships and 

reaffirming the supremacy of ethical righteousness in human affairs. 

Background of the Study 

The philosophical and cultural context of Abhijnanashakuntalam is deeply rooted in the 

ancient Indian concept of dharma, which encompasses moral duty, ethical conduct, and 

cosmic order. In this framework, maternal ethics occupies a central position, symbolizing 

nurturing care, emotional wisdom, and moral integrity. Traditional Indian thought regards 

motherhood as a sacred institution, embodying ideals of sacrifice, unconditional love, 

patience, and moral guidance. Kalidasa draws upon this cultural ethos to construct a narrative 

where maternal values play a decisive role in shaping ethical outcomes. 

The character of Shakuntala embodies these maternal virtues through her emotional 

resilience, moral steadfastness, and capacity for forgiveness. Despite being wronged and 

publicly humiliated, she maintains dignity and moral restraint, reflecting the ethical strength 

traditionally associated with motherhood. Gautami, as a maternal guardian, reinforces these 

values through her nurturing presence and moral guidance, further emphasizing the ethical 

authority of maternal figures. Their combined influence forms a moral counterbalance to the 

patriarchal authority represented by King Dushyanta and the royal court. 

Moreover, the curse that causes Dushyanta’s loss of memory serves as a symbolic disruption 

of moral awareness, highlighting the fragile nature of ethical consciousness in the absence 

of emotional responsibility. The restoration of memory and recognition signifies not only 

personal redemption but also the reestablishment of moral legitimacy. In this context, 

maternal ethics become the foundation upon which justice, reconciliation, and harmony are 

rebuilt. 

By situating maternal values within the broader discourse of dharma, Kalidasa elevates 

motherhood to a universal ethical principle rather than a mere social role. This perspective 

allows for a deeper understanding of the play’s moral philosophy, where compassion, 

patience, and forgiveness function as transformative forces capable of restoring ethical order. 
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Literature Review   

1. Iyengar (2001) examines Kalidasa’s ethical universe and highlights the centrality of 

dharma in Abhijnanashakuntalam. He argues that maternal values such as compassion, 

forgiveness, and endurance shape the moral framework of the play. Iyengar emphasizes that 

Shakuntala’s suffering and moral resilience reflect the ethical power of motherhood, which 

ultimately restores justice and harmony. 

2. Miller (2003) focuses on emotional ethics in classical Sanskrit drama, analyzing how 

maternal affection and moral patience function as transformative forces. In her study of 

Abhijnanashakuntalam, she asserts that Shakuntala’s ethical steadfastness and emotional 

maturity embody maternal principles that challenge patriarchal injustice and enable moral 

redemption. 

3. Chatterjee (2005) explores feminine ethics in ancient Indian literature and argues that 

Kalidasa elevates motherhood into a universal moral principle. He notes that maternal 

endurance and forgiveness serve as ethical correctives to masculine authority, reinforcing 

the moral legitimacy of Shakuntala’s position despite her social marginalization. 

4. Radhakrishnan (2006) interprets the play through the lens of dharma and social justice, 

emphasizing that maternal values function as stabilizing forces. He argues that the emotional 

restraint and moral patience exhibited by Shakuntala represent an ethical ideal that ultimately 

reclaims justice and restores cosmic balance. 

5. Sharma (2008) studies representations of womanhood and morality in Sanskrit drama, 

highlighting maternal compassion as a central ethical theme. Her analysis suggests that 

Shakuntala’s character embodies moral legitimacy through emotional resilience and ethical 

silence, reinforcing the redemptive capacity of maternal consciousness. 

6. Das (2009) examines ethical symbolism in Abhijnanashakuntalam, arguing that 

motherhood operates as a moral anchor. He emphasizes that maternal patience, nurturance, 

and emotional wisdom guide the ethical progression of the narrative, culminating in 

reconciliation and social harmony. 

7. Mishra (2011) explores the philosophical dimensions of maternal virtue in Indian 

classical literature, identifying Shakuntala as an archetype of ethical motherhood. He 

contends that maternal values transcend biological roles and emerge as universal moral 

principles guiding ethical conduct and emotional responsibility. 

8. Banerjee (2012) analyzes gender ethics and emotional suffering in Kalidasa’s drama, 

highlighting how maternal endurance legitimizes moral authority. She argues that 

Shakuntala’s ethical superiority challenges patriarchal judgment and establishes emotional 

truth as the foundation of justice. 
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9. Nair (2014) focuses on moral psychology in Sanskrit drama, examining how maternal 

compassion fosters ethical transformation. His study emphasizes that Dushyanta’s 

redemption is made possible through the moral influence of maternal endurance and 

forgiveness. 

10. Gupta (2015) interprets Abhijnanashakuntalam as a drama of ethical reconciliation, 

emphasizing maternal ethics as the moral catalyst. He highlights Gautami’s nurturing 

guidance as a symbolic extension of maternal authority that reinforces ethical legitimacy. 

11. Rao (2016) examines cultural representations of motherhood in classical Indian drama, 

arguing that Kalidasa presents maternal ethics as a civilizing force. He stresses that 

emotional restraint, moral clarity, and compassionate endurance form the ethical backbone 

of the narrative. 

12. Sengupta (2017) explores women’s emotional agency in Sanskrit drama, highlighting 

Shakuntala’s silent suffering as an expression of moral strength. She argues that maternal 

patience and ethical perseverance redefine power and authority within patriarchal 

frameworks. 

13. Tripathi (2018) analyzes moral legitimacy in ancient Indian narratives, focusing on 

maternal consciousness as a source of ethical judgment. He asserts that Kalidasa constructs 

motherhood as a philosophical ideal capable of reconciling justice with compassion. 

14. Kulkarni (2019) investigates maternal symbolism in classical literature, emphasizing 

how motherhood functions as a moral metaphor for truth, justice, and emotional wisdom. 

His study underscores the central role of maternal ethics in shaping the moral resolution of 

the play. 

15. Verma (2021) examines ethical humanism in Abhijnanashakuntalam, arguing that 

maternal values provide the emotional and moral foundation for social restoration. She 

concludes that Kalidasa’s portrayal of maternal ethics affirms compassion, forgiveness, and 

endurance as universal principles of moral legitimacy. 

Research Methodology 

The present study adopts a qualitative, descriptive, and analytical research methodology 

to examine the concepts of maternal ethics and moral legitimacy in Kalidasa’s 

Abhijnanashakuntalam. The research is primarily based on close textual analysis, 

interpretative criticism, and philosophical inquiry. The play is studied in detail to explore 

how maternal values such as compassion, patience, sacrifice, forgiveness, emotional 

resilience, and moral wisdom shape the ethical framework of the narrative. 

The study employs a thematic and critical approach, focusing on character portrayal, 

dramatic structure, symbolism, dialogue, and ethical motifs. Special emphasis is given to the 

characters of Shakuntala and Gautami, whose maternal qualities significantly influence the 
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moral direction of the drama. The analysis also examines how maternal ethics contribute to 

the transformation and redemption of King Dushyanta, thereby restoring social harmony and 

moral order. 

To strengthen interpretation, the research incorporates classical Indian philosophical 

concepts, particularly dharma, karma, and moral duty, as outlined in ancient Indian ethical 

and literary traditions. These philosophical frameworks provide a contextual basis for 

understanding the ethical dimensions of motherhood and moral legitimacy in the play. The 

study also draws upon feminist ethics, moral philosophy, and cultural criticism to explore 

the broader implications of maternal consciousness in shaping ethical authority. 

Secondary sources such as critical essays, scholarly articles, books, commentaries, 

dissertations, and research journals are extensively consulted to support analysis and 

interpretation. Comparative references to other classical Sanskrit works and ethical theories 

are also used where necessary to highlight Kalidasa’s unique contribution to moral 

philosophy. Overall, the methodology aims to provide a comprehensive, interdisciplinary, 

and interpretative evaluation of maternal ethics as a central moral force in 

Abhijnanashakuntalam. 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To analyze the representation of maternal ethics in Abhijnanashakuntalam, 

focusing on how values such as compassion, sacrifice, endurance, and forgiveness 

shape the moral framework of the play. 

2. To examine the role of motherhood in establishing moral legitimacy, particularly 

how maternal consciousness influences ethical judgment, justice, and reconciliation 

within the narrative. 

3. To investigate the transformation and redemption of King Dushyanta, 

highlighting how maternal ethics contribute to the restoration of moral awareness, 

responsibility, and social harmony. 

4. To evaluate Kalidasa’s contribution to ethical and philosophical discourse, 

assessing how the portrayal of maternal values reinforces the concept of dharma and 

offers a timeless moral vision relevant to both classical and modern contexts. 

Representation of maternal ethics in Abhijnanashakuntalam 

Kalidasa’s Abhijnanashakuntalam presents a profound and sensitive portrayal of maternal 

ethics, in which values such as compassion, sacrifice, endurance, and forgiveness function 

as central moral forces shaping the ethical framework of the play. Maternal ethics in the 

drama transcend biological motherhood and emerge as universal moral principles that guide 

emotional conduct, ethical judgment, and social harmony. Through the character of 

Shakuntala and the nurturing presence of Gautami, Kalidasa constructs a moral universe 

where maternal virtues serve as the foundation of righteousness and justice. Compassion is 

a dominant ethical value reflected in Shakuntala’s gentle nature, emotional sensitivity, and 
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capacity to empathize with others. Her compassion enables her to endure profound suffering 

without bitterness or vengeance, even when she is unjustly rejected by King Dushyanta. 

Rather than reacting with anger or resentment, she responds with dignity and emotional 

restraint, embodying the ethical strength associated with maternal consciousness. This 

compassionate disposition becomes a moral counterpoint to the harshness of patriarchal 

authority and highlights the transformative power of emotional understanding. Sacrifice is 

another essential component of maternal ethics in the play, manifested through Shakuntala’s 

willingness to accept personal loss for the sake of moral integrity. Her departure from the 

hermitage, her public humiliation, and her life of isolation demonstrate a profound readiness 

to endure suffering without compromising her ethical values. This sacrificial endurance 

reflects the idealized maternal virtue of selflessness, reinforcing the notion that true moral 

authority arises from ethical sacrifice rather than social power or status. Endurance, closely 

linked to sacrifice, further defines the ethical landscape of the drama. Shakuntala’s silent 

suffering, emotional resilience, and patient acceptance of injustice underscore the moral 

superiority of endurance over aggression. Her steadfastness symbolizes moral fortitude, 

enabling her to preserve dignity and self-respect despite adversity. This endurance ultimately 

becomes the catalyst for ethical transformation, as it evokes remorse, self-reflection, and 

moral awakening in King Dushyanta. Forgiveness stands as the culminating ethical virtue in 

the play, representing the highest expression of maternal morality. When Dushyanta finally 

recognizes Shakuntala and acknowledges his wrongdoing, her response is marked by 

forgiveness rather than retribution. This act of forgiveness restores emotional harmony and 

legitimizes moral reconciliation, emphasizing that compassion and mercy are central to 

ethical renewal. Through forgiveness, Kalidasa affirms the redemptive capacity of maternal 

ethics, presenting it as a force capable of healing emotional wounds and restoring disrupted 

moral order. Collectively, these maternal values—compassion, sacrifice, endurance, and 

forgiveness—form the ethical backbone of Abhijnanashakuntalam, shaping character 

development, narrative progression, and moral resolution. Kalidasa integrates these virtues 

within the broader philosophical framework of dharma, portraying maternal ethics as a 

guiding principle that upholds truth, justice, and emotional integrity. By foregrounding 

maternal values, the play challenges conventional notions of power and authority, suggesting 

that moral legitimacy derives not from political dominance or social hierarchy but from 

ethical conduct rooted in emotional wisdom. Ultimately, Abhijnanashakuntalam affirms 

maternal ethics as a universal moral ideal, offering a timeless vision of compassion and 

righteousness that continues to resonate across cultures and generations. 

Role of motherhood in establishing moral legitimacy 

In Abhijnanashakuntalam, Kalidasa intricately explores the role of motherhood as a 

profound moral force that establishes ethical legitimacy, shaping judgment, justice, and 

reconciliation within the narrative. Motherhood in the play is not confined to biological 

function; rather, it is elevated to a philosophical and ethical principle that governs human 

conduct and social harmony. Maternal consciousness, characterized by compassion, 

patience, emotional wisdom, and moral resilience, becomes the guiding force that restores 

balance and righteousness when patriarchal authority falters. Through the emotional journey 

of Shakuntala and the nurturing guidance of Gautami, Kalidasa illustrates how maternal 
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values inform ethical judgment and legitimize moral outcomes. Shakuntala’s suffering, 

endurance, and moral integrity challenge the superficial judgments imposed by societal 

norms and royal authority. Despite being unjustly rejected by King Dushyanta, she does not 

resort to anger or vengeance; instead, her emotional restraint and dignified silence reflect a 

deeper ethical awareness grounded in maternal consciousness. This moral composure 

highlights how ethical judgment rooted in compassion and understanding transcends rigid 

legalism and social prejudice. In this context, motherhood becomes a moral lens through 

which justice is reinterpreted—not as punitive retribution but as empathetic recognition and 

moral responsibility. The transformation of Dushyanta further underscores the role of 

maternal ethics in legitimizing justice. His initial denial of Shakuntala stems from lost 

memory and social pressure, symbolizing the fragility of moral awareness when detached 

from emotional responsibility. The eventual recovery of memory and recognition is 

accompanied by profound remorse, signaling a reawakening of ethical consciousness. This 

transformation is catalyzed by the enduring presence of maternal values, which demand 

accountability, humility, and emotional sincerity. Shakuntala’s response to Dushyanta’s 

repentance, marked by forgiveness rather than resentment, exemplifies the highest form of 

maternal morality. Her forgiveness restores emotional balance and validates moral 

reconciliation, reinforcing the idea that true justice lies in healing rather than punishment. 

Furthermore, the maternal figure of Gautami embodies ethical guidance and emotional 

support, reinforcing the nurturing dimensions of moral legitimacy. Her presence underscores 

the significance of maternal mentorship in cultivating ethical awareness and social 

responsibility. Through these maternal influences, Kalidasa constructs a narrative in which 

justice emerges from empathy, emotional intelligence, and moral introspection rather than 

rigid authority or institutional power. The reconciliation between Shakuntala and Dushyanta 

thus symbolizes the triumph of maternal ethics over patriarchal dominance, affirming the 

supremacy of compassion and forgiveness in ethical resolution. By foregrounding maternal 

consciousness as the foundation of moral legitimacy, Abhijnanashakuntalam challenges 

conventional hierarchies of power and authority, suggesting that ethical truth arises from 

emotional wisdom and moral integrity. Kalidasa’s portrayal elevates motherhood to a 

universal ethical principle that transcends social boundaries and cultural contexts, offering a 

timeless reflection on justice, reconciliation, and human dignity. Ultimately, the play affirms 

that maternal values serve as the cornerstone of ethical judgment, guiding individuals toward 

moral awakening and social harmony. 

 

Transformation and redemption of King Dushyanta 

In Abhijnanashakuntalam, the transformation and redemption of King Dushyanta form a 

crucial moral arc that underscores the redemptive power of maternal ethics in restoring moral 

awareness, personal responsibility, and social harmony. At the beginning of the narrative, 

Dushyanta is portrayed as a just and valorous king, yet his ethical integrity falters due to the 

curse that erases his memory of Shakuntala. This loss of memory symbolizes a deeper moral 

lapse, wherein emotional detachment and social authority override ethical responsibility. His 

denial of Shakuntala in the royal court, despite her vulnerability and suffering, reveals the 

fragile nature of moral consciousness when separated from compassion and emotional 

accountability. The public rejection not only exposes Shakuntala to humiliation but also 
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disrupts the ethical equilibrium of the social order, highlighting how the failure of moral 

responsibility by those in power can lead to injustice and emotional devastation. However, 

the narrative does not portray Dushyanta as irredeemable; instead, it charts his gradual 

journey toward moral awakening and redemption, a process profoundly influenced by 

maternal ethics. Shakuntala’s endurance, emotional restraint, and moral steadfastness 

embody maternal values that silently challenge Dushyanta’s ethical blindness. Her dignified 

suffering becomes a moral mirror, reflecting his failure and compelling self-reflection. The 

eventual recovery of his memory, facilitated by the rediscovery of the ring, marks a pivotal 

turning point in his moral transformation. This moment is not merely an act of recollection 

but a profound ethical reawakening, as Dushyanta confronts the consequences of his actions 

and experiences intense remorse and self-reproach. His emotional turmoil reflects the re-

emergence of moral awareness, rooted in empathy and responsibility—key components of 

maternal ethics. The king’s subsequent quest to reunite with Shakuntala signifies his 

acceptance of ethical accountability and his desire for moral restitution. This pursuit is driven 

not by royal duty alone but by genuine emotional repentance, underscoring the 

transformative influence of maternal values on his conscience. The final reconciliation 

between Dushyanta and Shakuntala, marked by forgiveness and emotional renewal, 

completes the cycle of redemption. Shakuntala’s compassionate acceptance and maternal 

forgiveness facilitate the healing of emotional wounds, restoring not only personal 

relationships but also the moral harmony of the social order. Through this reconciliation, 

Kalidasa affirms that redemption is achieved not through punitive justice but through ethical 

introspection, emotional humility, and compassionate understanding. Maternal ethics thus 

function as the moral catalyst for Dushyanta’s transformation, guiding him from ethical lapse 

to moral clarity. The restoration of social harmony following their reunion symbolizes the 

broader societal impact of personal moral renewal. By aligning kingship with ethical 

responsibility and emotional sensitivity, Kalidasa presents an ideal model of leadership 

grounded in compassion and moral integrity. Ultimately, Dushyanta’s redemption 

underscores the enduring power of maternal ethics to transform human consciousness, 

reaffirm justice, and sustain social equilibrium, offering a timeless moral vision that 

transcends historical and cultural boundaries. 

Kalidasa’s contribution to ethical and philosophical discourse 

Kalidasa’s Abhijnanashakuntalam stands as a monumental contribution to ethical and 

philosophical discourse, particularly through its profound portrayal of maternal values that 

reinforce the classical concept of dharma and offer a timeless moral vision relevant to both 

ancient and modern contexts. Kalidasa does not present dharma merely as a rigid code of 

duty or social obligation; instead, he enriches it with emotional depth, compassion, and 

moral sensitivity rooted in maternal ethics. Through the character of Shakuntala and the 

nurturing influence of Gautami, the poet-dramatist elevates maternal virtues such as 

compassion, patience, sacrifice, forgiveness, and emotional wisdom into central ethical 

principles that govern moral conduct and social harmony. These values transform dharma 

from an abstract philosophical concept into a living moral force that guides human 

relationships and ethical decision-making. Shakuntala’s endurance in suffering, her moral 

restraint in adversity, and her willingness to forgive demonstrate a deeply internalized sense 

of dharma that transcends legalistic interpretations and patriarchal authority. By 
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foregrounding maternal consciousness as the foundation of ethical behavior, Kalidasa 

redefines moral legitimacy as arising from emotional integrity and compassionate 

responsibility rather than mere adherence to social conventions or hierarchical power. This 

ethical vision contributes significantly to Indian philosophical thought by harmonizing 

reason, emotion, and moral duty, thereby presenting a holistic understanding of 

righteousness. Furthermore, Kalidasa’s portrayal of maternal ethics challenges conventional 

gender hierarchies by asserting that moral authority can reside in emotional wisdom and 

ethical endurance rather than political dominance or social privilege. In doing so, he subtly 

critiques patriarchal structures and affirms the transformative potential of feminine moral 

values. The ethical journey of King Dushyanta, shaped by remorse, self-reflection, and 

emotional accountability, illustrates how maternal virtues facilitate moral awakening and 

redemption, reinforcing the restorative function of dharma. This philosophical framework 

emphasizes reconciliation, compassion, and justice, offering a humane and inclusive vision 

of ethical life. Kalidasa’s moral philosophy remains remarkably relevant in contemporary 

contexts, where societies continue to grapple with issues of injustice, emotional alienation, 

and ethical crisis. His emphasis on compassion, forgiveness, and emotional responsibility 

resonates with modern ethical thought, including feminist ethics, humanist philosophy, and 

moral psychology. By integrating maternal values into the broader discourse of dharma, 

Kalidasa presents a timeless moral vision that transcends historical and cultural boundaries, 

addressing universal human concerns such as suffering, responsibility, and reconciliation. 

The enduring appeal of Abhijnanashakuntalam lies in its ability to articulate a moral 

philosophy that balances justice with empathy, authority with humility, and duty with 

emotional understanding. In this way, Kalidasa not only enriches classical Sanskrit literature but 

also contributes profoundly to global ethical and philosophical traditions. His portrayal of maternal 

ethics as a cornerstone of moral legitimacy affirms the enduring relevance of compassion 

and emotional wisdom in guiding human conduct, offering a powerful ethical paradigm for 

both ancient civilizations and contemporary societies. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Abhijnanashakuntalam presents maternal ethics as a profound moral force 

that shapes the ethical and emotional landscape of the narrative. Through the portrayal of 

Shakuntala and the nurturing influence of Gautami, Kalidasa underscores the moral authority 

inherent in maternal values such as compassion, endurance, forgiveness, and emotional 

wisdom. These virtues become instrumental in restoring moral legitimacy and social 

harmony, particularly in the transformation and redemption of King Dushyanta. 

The play suggests that true moral authority does not stem from political power or social 

status but from ethical integrity rooted in maternal consciousness. Shakuntala’s moral 

resilience and capacity for forgiveness challenge patriarchal dominance and redefine moral 

strength in terms of emotional and ethical depth. By integrating maternal ethics into the 

philosophical framework of dharma, Kalidasa offers a timeless reflection on the moral 

foundations of human relationships. 
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Ultimately, Abhijnanashakuntalam affirms that maternal ethics serve as a guiding principle 

for justice, reconciliation, and ethical renewal. The play’s enduring relevance lies in its 

ability to highlight the transformative power of compassion and moral integrity, reinforcing 

the central role of maternal values in sustaining both individual virtue and collective 

harmony. This ethical vision continues to resonate across cultures and generations, 

establishing Kalidasa’s work as a monumental contribution to world literature and moral 

philosophy. 
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